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The technique

Cartoon with grid 
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A major element, a variation on the tapestry

reproduction, is the trompe-l'oeil painted on

the wall next to the main floor staircase and

the ceiling above it. The pictorial work

creates the illusion of a garden next a

“floating” staircase that appears to be

supported by columns on either side.

To achieve this effect, Clapés had copies of

the real columns painted on the wall

opposite them. Along the same wall and

above the sinuous dado, the artist also

ordered the painting of bouquets of flowers

in full bloom. Grass lawns were painted in the

impressionist style in order to achieve an

effect of perspective.
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The murals in the Passeig de Gràcia vestibule depict the loves of Vertumnus, god 

of the seasons, and Pomona, goddess of the fruit trees and gardens, as told by 

Ovid in the XIV book of Metamorphoses. 

According to the story, Vertumnus, in a bid to woo Pomona, assumed multiple 

guises: harvester, labourer, pruner, gardener, soldier and fisherman. The vestibule 

murals show three of these transformations: farmer, and fisherman. 
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In Greek mythology, Syrinx was a
nymph who liked hunting with a
bow. Pan fell in love with the
nymph the moment he set eyes on
her. But Syrinx, in attempt to
escape from Pan, leapt into the
river, where she called for help
from her sister nymphs, who
turned her into a reed to prevent
her capture. When Pan got to the
river he could only embrace the
reeds swaying in the breeze, which
produced a sound he loved so
much that he decided to make a
musical instrument out of them.
Thus he created the panpipes (also
called syrinx). ©
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satyrs and silvani

dancing around Pan and Dionysus.
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In the mural next to the staircase leading to the mezzanine, the artist ignored the 

configuration of the original tapestry, preferring to include only some of the characters. 
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